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How to use this book

M Purpose of this book
This book has two purposes.

@ To help you pass the Japanese Language Proficiency Test for N3 examination.
@ To help you study vocabulary generally, not just the words you need to pass examinations.

W What vocabulary questions are asked in the Japanese Language Proficiency
Test for N3 examination?
The examination is divided into three parts: Language Knowledge (characters and vocabulary, 30
minutes); Language Knowledge (grammar and reading; 70 minutes); and Listening Comprehension (40
minutes.) Vocabulary-related questions come up in the first of the two Language Knowledge sections.
There are three categories of N3-level vocabulary question.
1 Context definition You are required to choose words for insertion into the brackets ()
based on what comes before and after.
2 Synonyms for paraphrasing You are required to choose words close in meaning to the featured
words:
3 Usage You are required to choose contexts in which words are correctly

used.

M How this book is structured
This book comprises the following parts:

‘LSkills developmeﬂ Part 1 Studying words by topic 21 sections

Testing your proficiency 5 units
Part 2 Studying words by characteristic 8 sections

{Mock examination| 2 units

Index In syllabic order, with kana readings provided
Answers are given in a separate volume

Here is a more detailed explanation.

Part1 Studying words by topic _
We have.chosen topics relevant to situations that language learners at the N3 level will find themselves in.
The various sections are as follows:

| EExE¥zs5> '
TA—X2JF7v7 (Except for 205 and 218)
While answering the questions, see how good your command of vocabulary is.

Using Japanese, can you answer the questions?

How to use this Book
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(2 22) 5%
This comprises a list of key words and example sentences using them, all connected with the
given topic.
Key words to be stﬁdied at the N3 level are in bold type.
Look at the English translation to be sure of the meaning.
Though it will probably not come up in the examination, we have also included a list of N3-level
words in common use that are useful when discussing the lopic in question. They are marked
with €3. Do yoﬁr best to learn them together with the main words.

PoTHES

m In this test, you to create sentences and words by inserting into the brackets words
CE
- that you have studied in the a% sections. This will show you how the words in the I

sections are used in actual contexts.
ALY

. BELES D
We ha;/e included a range of practice exercises for study of vocabulary.
Take note of word form, meaning and usage while answering the questions, which ask you to
choose words commonly used in association with the main words in the ’:é‘éé sections, and test

your use of particles and composition of longer sentences and words.
Uovst  &®

EHES
These are practice exercises which have the same format as the examination itself. Use them to see
how good your command of vocabulary is.

Practice-exercises can also be used as short 20-mark tests.

Part2 Studying words by characteristic
This section enables study of words by characteristic, referring here to categories such as origin (wago
doshi or indigenous Japanese verbs), adverbs, word-compounding and synonyms for paraphrasmg
Below is an explanatlon of each section.
I EExEzs5>
SEREZE +
This is a list of words chosen by characteristic. Memorize the words along with the example
sentences. Words to be studied at the N3 level are in bold type.
PoTHES
In this exercise, you complete sentences by inserting in the brackets words that you have studied
in the %% section. This helps you check how words are used within actual
sentences.
N ®E5LEs >
A range of practice exercises are given for studying characteristics of words.
A range of questions cover choice of other words commonly used in association with the word in

question, particles, and correction of errors in word usage.

How to use this book
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Note the character of the words YOu are studying while doing the questions.
|2t 21

N, 2hegzs >

Practice exercises using the same format as the examination.
Check how well you have understood the studied words. ‘

Mock examination
Two sets of mock examination questions are given, using the format of the actual examination.

Check your current proficiency and prepare for the examination.

Index
This is a list of all the words studied in this textbook.
Hiragana readings for characters are given in small type above, and these can also be used when"
memorizing words.
Please be sure to note that with verbs formed with § %, such as fﬂﬁg (§3), the T3 is added in
brackets, as is the 7% after 7% -type adjectives like %EFDU (%).
Items marked with ¢ are unlikely to come up in the examination, but N3-level students are advised to

learn them, as they do come in useful. Do your best to learn these as well.

Separate volume for answers

Be sure to check after you have answered the questions.

M Notes
What the symbols mean: (Example)
"1 Enter a word from below into the empty box

to see how it is used in context.

O zEET 2 _
» 7E EOULIBD AR 2
s Lii— | /BER EEEY ()
Cw¥rinei <

@ Izhy « BEN -Sa

B

A-B AandB are synonyms.
A/B A and B have slightly different meanings but

s w3 T
substitute each other in usage. QAFORIED
Ted < vib &
( ) Termsin( ) are variants of, or altematives —ATEST(—ABSLET 3)

N T T T T T T T N
to, the terms they follow.

W Use of hiragana
Kana readings are provided in superscript for all kanji.

W Study timeframes
For those studying individually
Part 1
After completing 7 & — = > /77 v 7, look at the translations in Cé‘é and be sure you know the
meanings. If necessary, look up the words in the dictionary or online. Including Po5THEKS, this

How to use this book



should take 15-20 minutes.

Thendo I, %%j U & 5, which you should spend about 20 minutes on. It will probably take you at
least 30 minutes to familiarize yourself with this.

Finally, check the answers. When you make a mistake, be sure to check in the dictionary and find out
the reason.

oot

Complete £ ’Eﬁ% 3 too and confirm that you have understood everything studied to date.

Part 2

While looking at the translation of :é, be sure you know their meaning. If necessary, look up the
words in the dxctlonary or online. Up to the end of 4> 5 TJ* & 3, this should take 15-20 minutes.

Then do I, ﬁg L J: 'D Whlch you should spend about 15 minutes on.

Finally, look at III %7] Eﬁ%’: You should be able to complete this in 10 minutes. After you have
finished Il ﬁ? L& S and i, %7) ’Eﬁ%j check your answers. When you make a mistake, be

sure to check in the dictionary and find out the reason.

For those studying in class

In Part 1, go through 7 5 — S V& P 7, and then check how much you have already studied and
what words are to be learned from scratch. Check k,.c of Part 1 and Part 2. Depending on student
comprehension abilities, it might be a good idea to supplement this with further example sentences.
If the words to be studied are all appearmg at the first time, it will probably be necessary to spend at
1east 30 minutes confirming mastery of = % in Part 1 and Part 2. If you are out of txme feel free to do-
some preparatory homework study of & e T or P> TH&ES. To complete ], ﬁ%’ U &3, you will
probably need around 50 minutes for Part 1 and 30 minutes for Part 2. You will need around 30 minutes
for Ill, %73 ’é':s—zt%’p in Part 2, with explanation of the answers. In both Part 1 and Part 2, we assume
two units can be dealt with in one section (45-50 minutes per unit), but assuming that preparatory

studies have been done, you should be able to finish one section within one unit. -

How to use this book
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